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Party of India and is currently engaged in research relating to the history of the
party.
6 Among them were my maternal uncle, P.  Purushothaman (see Note 7),
and my first cousin, S. Radhakrishnan (see Chapter 2, Note 1).
7 In the early years of his public life, Purushothaman was a Gandhian worker,
a Congressman, and a Congress Socialist. During the Second World War he was
arrested and placed under detention. He became a Communist while in jail.
Released in 1942, he threw himself into trade union activity, serving the Parry &
Co. Labour Union, Nellikuppam, the South Indian Railway Labour Union, and
other organizations. He was sentenced to a term of imprisonment in 1946 and he
went undergroundin 1948. Since 1951 he has been a full time Communist worker in
South Arcot district, serving as party organizer and secretary of the district
committee of the Communist Party.
8 The commune in Villupuram was a small one. The party had established
communes on a much larger scale in Madras city and in the railway township of
Golden Rock, near Tiruchirapalli. Living in the commune fostered among the
full time Communist workers a sense of fraternity as well as discipline and shaped
their attitude to life. The Villupuram commune was organized by my uncle and his
wife and by a comrade named Alavandar. Associated with  them was   T.T.
Srinivasan, a schoolteacher who secretly served as a party worker.